
 
Adult Cervical Spine Imaging Request  
 
UR:   DOB:  
Name:      M / F    
Address: Phone: 
  
      
Patient > 16 years of age with cervical spine trauma
 

 
   ○Requesting/Approving Consultant 

○Registrar 

   ○HMO/intern 
 Copy of report to: 

 NO to ALL

No Imaging 
Required 

CT Head requested?   (based on Head Injury Guideline) 

NEXUS Criteria*(reference on reverse) 
Absence of all 5 criteria = 99.9% chance of NO cervical spine injury 

▪  Posterior midline(bony) cervical spine tenderness 
▪  Impaired conscious state (GCS < 15)   
▪  Focal neurological signs 
▪  Intoxication (clinical assessment)   
▪  Presence of distracting injury elsewhere 

Risk Assessment to Determine C.Spine Imaging Test  (from Hanson** see reverse) 
Clinical Parameters based on primary patient survey: 

 Significant closed head injury (or intracranial haemorrhage seen on CT) 
 Neurologic symptoms or signs referred to the cervical spine 
 Pelvic or multiple extremity fractures 

Injury Mechanism based on initial report from emergency transport personnel, patient or 
witness: 

 High speed (> 56kmph combined impact) motor vehicle accident 
 Crash with death at scene of motor vehicle accident 
 Fall from height > 3 metres

If  NO to ALL  
→ Low Risk 

If  YES to ANY  → High Risk →  CT Cervical Spine required

No Yes
5 view plain 

cervical x-rays 
required 

YES to ANY
→ Imaging 
Required

Billing Details 
○ Rebate ○ TAC 
○ WC  ○ Vets 
○ Private 
○ Other……………………. 

 

 
 
 
 
       
 
 

Examination Requested  
Clinical Details 
 
 
 
Pregnant Yes/No Contrast allergy Yes/No 

Creatinine ……………… 
Version 6 – 3.5.2006 
Authorised By: ED Imaging Guideline Steering Committee, Diagnostic Imaging Steering Committee 

 
Signature……………………………    Name …………………   
 
Page ………… Diagnostic Imaging Monash Medical Centre  9594
      Dandenong Hospital  9554-81
Date ……………………   Casey Hospital  8768- 1265    
ED cubicle no………….. 

Monitored  Yes / No 
-2200     Fax  9594-6687 
75     Fax  9554-8654 
 Fax  8768-1966 
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